Hebrew 323: Biblical Texts
Department of Hebrew and Semitic Studies
Univer sity of Wisconsin-M adison

Fall 2007
Class: MWF 1:20-2:10 Location: 115 Van Hise
Instructor: Jim Kirk Email: jkirk@wisc.edu
Office: 1336 Van Hise Hall Office Phone #: 262-8240
Office Hours: after class or by appointment Home Phone #: 265-5844

Welcome to Intermediate Biblical Hebrew (a.k.abl@al Texts)! The primary purpose of this
course is to reinforce and expand your existingiadge of Biblical Hebrew. We will work towards
this goal in the best way possible, by readingiB#hlHebrew. In addition to reading texts togetimer
class we will systematically review Biblical Hebrgnammar and continue to build vocabulary (by the
end of the spring semester you should know alBildical Hebrew words that occur 25 times or more).
Finally, we give some thought to the literary featuof Biblical Hebrew narrative: how did the biali
authors artfully craft their language to creatélgianeaningful stories?

REQUIREMENTS:

1) Attendanceis crucial for your success in this class. Yoeiexpected to come to class with all
the assigned work completed and ready for activecfg@ation. If you must miss a class, it is your
responsibility to get notes from another studewt la@ prepared for the next class session.

2) Weekly trandation: Come to class prepared to translate from an unrdatkérew text,
parse all verbs, identify all forms. You may usges, but you may not use a prepared translation.
Students will take turns reading one- or two-vgrseions of the assigned text aloud and then tadingj.
When a student finishes reading and translatingayt ask a few simple grammatical questions. | will
also field any questions that arise. Then we mvdlve onto another reader, who will pick up wheee th
last one left off.

To prepare for class, read the assigned text iaramb/(roughly 10-15 verses per day). Look up
any words you don’t know. ConsBHRG or another reference grammar if any phrases odsvare
unclear. Make a note of anything you can’t figau on your own, and ask about it in class.

3) Every Mondaywve will begin class with a brief 10 minugeiz that will test you primarily on
material covered the previous week, especially bolzy, morphology review, and translation. Thequ
will start at the beginning of the hour, so pledeenot be late. There will be no make-up quizessépt
at my discretion--talk to me if you have a validtese), but your lowest quiz score will be dropped.

4) Reading: A Biblical Hebrew Reference Grammar: This is a reference grammar, and so you
should not try and memorize every detail. Howelamuld like you to read every assigned sectiomano
or less closely depending on the amount of detatl il will offer you some guidance on approachin
specific sections as the semester progresses.

4) We will have anid-term (Fri., October 19) andfanal exam (Mon., Dec. 17 at 7:25 P.M.).
Both exams will be cumulative. We will discussrtha more detail later in the semester.

5) Paper: You must read Shimon Bar-EfralNarrative Art in the Bible and write &/-10 page
analysis of the book of Ruth with respecbtm of the literary features discussed in Bar-Efrag. (i
narrator, characters, plot, time and space, styligvices). | will give you more information dmet



assignment later in the semester. You will beaasible for this reading on the midterm. The papiér
be due roughly two weeks after we finish readirgglibok of Ruth.

6) Itis important that you gain the ability gaoin in your study of Biblical Hebrew to read
Hebrew aloud fluently. To encourage you in this yaust prepare a narrative text of chapter lengtm f
Ruth or Jonah and read it for me during office Bdior by appointment). This is due Dgcember 7
(feel free to complete the assignment earlier ingbmester). A good, free, oral recording of therdw
Bible is available alttp://www.aoal.org/hebrew_audiobible.htm

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTSFOR HEBREW DEPT. GRADUATE STUDENTS:!

1) In addition to the assigned readin®iHRG, Hebrew Department graduate students should
read the cooresponding sections in Jotion/Murat@¥%a.will work fromBHRG in class, but please feel
free to ask me questions arising from Jolon/Muramkaide of class.

2) Hebrew Department graduate students will mégt Rrof. Miller for an additional “4 Hour”
of credit in Hebrew historical morphology. Pleasatact her for more information. She will give me
grade for this % hour that will be averaged in with your other grador the class.

COMMUNICATION:

1) I have set up a course email list for our uBke address isiebrst323-1-f07 @lists.wisc.edu
Please feel free to use this list to communicath wour fellow students, arrange study groups, ask
questions, or do anything else related to Biblitebrew.

2) | will post files for download on the Learn@UWébsite http://learnuw.wisc.edu

GRADING: (approximate %; GS = Graduate Students) GradigeSA  93-100 (Outstanding)
Oral Reading: 10% [GS 10%)] AB 89-92 (Excepdl)
Quizzes: 20% [GS 15%] B 82-88 (Good)
Paper: 20% [GS 15%)] BC 79-81

Midterm Exam: 25% [GS 20%)] C 70-78 ¢fdate)
Final Exam: 25% [GS 20%)] D 60-69Mafginal)

GS “4" Hour” 20% F 059 (Inadequate)
TEXTBOOKS:
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